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MESSAGE

Ahmednagar Jitha Maratha Vidya Prosarak Samaj, Almednagar is
our parent institwlion. It is  one the pioneer and leading educational
organizations in India having 125 independent academic aned projessional
nstitutions under its umbrella founded in 1918 in memaory Chatrapati Shaln
Maharaf son of late Karveer Hutaima Chatrapati Chauthe Shivaji Makara
of Kolhapur. The growth of insiirution during last 100 years is noteworthy
with its mote "Teji si tejo mi dehi” The institution celebrated centenary
Jestival. The main objective of the institute is ta impart education to the
sociely irrespective of caste, ereed. sex-and religion. New Avts, Commerce
and Science College, Parner has beei established in July 1977 The College
is imparting quality education through UG End PG programmes and re-
accredited in third cyvele with '4* grade By NACC in 2017 The College
prides itself by possessing a rare distinetion af having a highly qualified,
dedicated and enthusiastic staff The college has been awarded the Best
College by the Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune. The LDepartmeni
offers English as a core subject at UG and PG Level Js runs @ Functional
English  Course. It runs UGC  sponsored certificate  eourse  in
.,. Communication skills in English. It also runs a certiffcate course in
Japanese Language.

it is immense pleasure that Department of English s organising
National Level Seminar on Issues in Postcolonial Indian English Literature.
Literature is being mirror of society reveals several aspects of owrs culiure
and heritage. I am sure that seminar will Jruitfl for delepates, research
scholars and students. [ wish the best huck Jorthe seminar,

Nandkumar Zaware Paiil
President,

Ahmednagar Jilha Maratha Vidya mek Samaj,

Savitribai College of Arts
Pimpalgacn Pisa, Tal. Srigonda, Dist Anmednagar
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Portraval of Subaltern Existence of Women in Imtiaz Dharker’s Poetry

e, Shandilad Todenbbpn Glhegnde
Savilribai Collepge of Ans, Pimpalgoan Pisa,
Fal. Shrigonda, Dist- Ahmednagar (M. 5.0 414700,

Abstract—
Imitiaz Dharker effectively sy diverse mediyms — povtey, paiming and docamsentirics fo

partray the dilemnra ared {0 ravise fer voler aeafnxt ihe sebaliern status of women particilardy
the Muslim women acrosx the warld, Theough ber poviey, Tintfaz Dharker brings fortis the issues
particulor to women — theiv wemitigated  manipufation, Their  indiffereice o the fuce of
patriarehy, conforniity te norms, and the rampant social bestility. Her wrilings alse focisthe
tensions rexuliing from the binartex of cusiom and modernizm; the homeland and the diasporie
lacation of displacement, and between the losing batile of remaining rooted and going plobal

This paper titled ' Poriravel of subalicrn exivierce of women in fmpiiaz Dhaveker s Poelry " is an
affempt o explore foow Dfwarker theougdh her writings fries to bighitphe the suppression aof women
in the society and accentuates why women thempelves meed jo rebelagaingd the enxuing prefudice
and repression perpertuated by gender politics.

Key words —Subaltern, Subjugation, Patriarchy, Orthodox,

Imptiaz Dharker focuses the adversities, subjugation and the ceascless trials and
tribulations which women, particularlythgse belonging e orthodox patriarchal families, fice
throughout their lives Through her works,_she 'demonstrates the blatant viclation of
woman'shuman rights in terms of freedom of expression, choices and decisions.

Through her collections of poetry particulardy “The Purdah’ poeems noticeably expose the
malicious polarized sensibilities in the Muslim sociery"which she has studied and observed from
close quarters, her pragmatic vision encompasses the dilemma and predicament of all those wha
lead a life of nothingnessand anonymity behind bath visible and invisible vet invincible Purdah
in the non- Muslim world as well. Lamenting the lack of freedom and opportunity 1o women,
Dharker uses her poetry and visual art as a tool 1o reveal all those women wheo are downgraded
only to hearth and home, and subjected 1o incessant psychalogical and physical harassment and
anguish by the obliterating prejudiced male hegemonic dominance. Thus, although her focus is
more on the Muslim women, her passionatecriticism and sharp outburst against institutionalized
oppression of women is commprehensive of all women in general,

Dharker's strident uproar against this ill-treatment and dominance is most strongly
evident in her collections “Purdah and Other Pocms™ (1989), and “I speak for the Devil"(2003).
Exploring mainly the milieu of home, cultural dislocation, communal conflicts and gender
politics, Dharker highlights the utter suffering and strupgle of women for empowerment and
freedom md_ the dichotomy F"F“"‘Wﬁ the ideal state of affairs and the reality. Purdah [ and IL. for
example, amf:u[&[:.l:h: atrocities and d:iscri.m]na.:iun meted out to the women who remain passive
stakeholders in society and become the voiceless victims of psych ological and physical violence
generited through the culture of Purdah. Dharker rightly perceives it as 1 stpo g mode of
imla[.i::'n and 4 tool of suppression, Regarded by the Muslims a5 an essencd of Forlbie
the hijab or Veil Is, in fact, 2 means o coptral the lives of women on § bl et o

23 Website — www.resf
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protection, It not only leads (o 1he Physical separation of the two sexes bul also I sES On
women te hide their form and cover fheir boslics and head,

[Muarker™s harsh outburst g0 jlye relip s INFANSEEiee i fesis imost cllfectively in her
denunciation of the misuse of Purdoh as o SeCUnly ppainst pryeng eves ol strmge men. She nod
wnlyopenly protests against the Wyrannicalprohibition of the Islsinic society but alsi exhibirs her
sympathy for all those women who gee snolhered, restricied and mmprisoned by the social
constructs umder the hegemonic conral of the religious fundamentalists. Under the garh of
religious commands, unjustificd and wick o rules are invented which are harmful 1o the psyche
and personality of women,,

A criticizm against the nstitutionalization of irrational and absolute power wrested i the
hands of men, the collection “Purdal® oy rightly censurcs the Muslim male dominion which is
dictatorial and ruthless towards the lemale sex. Dharker denounces the duplicity ol those men
wha instead of reining in their own animalism lake pride in cancealing and imprisoning women
'j Themistreatment of women which she talks aboul is not restricted 1o the Muslim sogiety but has

a threateningoccurrence in the outside world as well, Subsequently, both the literal and
metaphorical Purdsh may be deemed as a dual edged weapon for it not only impedes the
assimilution of the self in the society but also strains and sifts (he outer world and affows only a
segment of it to reach the self, concealed behind the mandatory veil. Moreover, it has a far
reaching and keen connotation of women a: propagators of evil and promoters of lust. A
regressive ool, Purdah only leads to depravation and degeneration of the self leading only, as
Dharker rightly says, “To doors opening inward and inward again”

What baffles Dhharker further is that even-marriages become an excuse of intellectual and
sexual mistreatment. Ideally a relationship of fifélong attachment and sharing, in reality
marmiages here entail a business deal between LI“:El] invalving financial transactions or sheer
convenience. Denied any say, pnet‘::rm;c:f:“':::i'r"::'ﬂh'di'ﬁﬂluhstr:hnic-:, women have no option but to
accede (o the edict and endure a life of humiliation and suffering. Dharker potently portrays the
insalubrious business prepositions where the sale and purchase of women is a rule even in the
diasporic world. She posits thus:

"1 L. They have all been sold and bought
The girls I knew

Unwilling virgins who had been taught
Especially in this stranger’s land 1o bind
their brightness tightly round,

whatever they might wear

in the purdah of the mind. (PACP 7}

Dharker, thus, questions the faimess of he domestic spaces within the male-contro|led
socicty which downgrades women to sheer drudgery and perceives them enly as an object af
sexual pleasure, an implementer and a breeder of future. Tormented by the misrepresentation and
misrcading of religion, Dharker even questions the justness of religion, Ideally the guiding force
in life, it in place of giving relief and justice becomes atool of inequality, mistreatment, violence
and domination of women. She indicts the tyrannical prescriptions of the lslamic social and
religious setup which denies anhonorable identity to women, compelling them to pander 1o the
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custisns, they vowally condeinn, inder and resist any plEempis do anitiale women [iberation in the
s hely Lisniranl sl the l-||l.|‘|l'l|.l~|1'|§|.' hetween the isadaticn, the seclutan, the impreanment T
thie slav ish existence ol wormen m the Inclin Sub connisent on one wand and the erowme
pumber of hiberated, emancipaied and empowercd women in the west on the other, Dharker is
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and elucidates this umaversal patriarchal whipping
Disapproving religious sanctions against women in the name of family honcour, in her
poem ‘Honour Killing” from her collection | Speak for the Devil. she avers
I. This black veil of 4 Gtk
That made me faithless
To myself.,
That tied my Maouth,
Gave my God a devils’ face
And muffled my own voice. (I5FD 13)
Quite sarcastically, Dharker also presents how a young girl is expected to show humility
and restraint and is made aware of her sexuality by others who seem more aware of her physical
growth than the innocent child herself:
1. Of careflul carrying /What we do not own

Between the thighs a sense of sin,
One day they said
She was old enough 1o leam some shame,
She found it came quite naturally (PAGP 3)
The collection 1 speak for the Devil not only talksabout gender issues periaining to the
limited space available to women across religions and societies, it also inspires the oppressed and
marginalized women to embark on a journey of introspection, sell-discovery and reincamation. It
culogizes the spirit of womanhood and urges them to revolt and break free from these pressuring
and humilinting social ideas. This collection celebrates the new beginning, the rise of a phoenix
out of its own ashes for a woman who “taking off the skin/and then the face the flesh,) The
womb" (ISFD 13), dares torevolt, and eventually finds her own moorings and identity, Dharker
urges women to cast off nationality, religion and gender 1o discover afresh their space, identity
and life. Hers is a dynamic and pﬁcllcal feminist voice in Indian English poetry which questions

the unfair social practices whic 2 peychological and intellectual swakening of women
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Comrespondimgly, Dluecker™s poem “Another Womnan” et sarvastecally, siiincines e
ennut and the wearisomeness of the Jile ol o common lower middle ©lass Wi whose Treedom
I restricted to buying ‘methi* wd for whom the tste of rdish is o sign ol "extravagance’, 1 s,
ndeed, o ubipuitons phenomenon that g womun, far Tron being appreciated for her talent and
adrontiess in ll”““'t—'J“H e domeaticingk s, i oflen mdeked, cursed mud abhusedl, She camm eviei
protest fur “Nothing gave her the right/n speak® (PAOP 303,

Persistent in her condemnation of 1he SterEOLyping of gendor roles, Dharker, like most other
lemvinists, condemns the lack ol apportonity and Treedom given 1o women, Her [rrenns paignant by
depict the dilemmanl comntless women whose destiny is seqled by mien while they remain silent
spectofurs, Toreed to follow the dikinl:

I This s e howsse shie i been senl o

2, The man she bl been bound L

3. The lfuture she had been born jnto, (PAQP 18)

Thus Torced and hordled it marringe, there is noe reprieve for her from  this
obligntory™domestication”, As the tile apily suppests, <he is vet again “the iher Woman® in
this vicious eyele where man by virtue of Being physically robusi, sell-condident, economically
independent and socinlly empowered continies to be the couse and propagntor of sheer :-.15|']'|:|'i|1!-:r|
and grieving for the woman, Perhaps, death is the only eseape for thean.

Optimisticthat things will change for the better, Dharker urges women 10 fight for their own
rights and independence, She prompts women o give o lree remn o thelthidden energy and power
against their oppressors. Her poem *The Word evidently suggesis thes:

I lis pure power, ...,

2. It is waiting to be led/lel loose, one day,

A When ils moment comes,/upon o workd unready

4. To be stung from sleep ... (1A
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For she is positive about the potential of women, as if 1o stimulate them o their own
power, She says:
. You hold so many possibilities,
2. Just inside the skin
3, You could be any nuimber of things. (PADI® 60)
4, And poes o Wy azseer;
5. The image is mever aclunlly fixed
6, Allow, for one moment, your guarnd
7. Toship, and all th world will catch o glimpse
8, Ofthe things you have kept hidden all this ime. (PAC &0)

Cenainly, it is only through sel-realization and re-invention thal a woman can succeed in
ascertaiming her individuality and freedom from the constrictive and inlclerant social and
religious norms,

Thus, Dharker's pociry while subtly rebellious gives a whiff of the prophetic and
lorthcoming change in the insight and conscinuspess of the society, She anticipates this revall
which will accord equality and liberty to men and women. Her words “Al last a sign, behind the
veil, of life™ (9 may be construed as praphetic for there arc noticeable sigrs of transfom.
Essentiolly, vaices like that of Dharker show hope of better tomorrow for the silent may silenced
stratum of society, who are the dehumanized victims of segregation and partial social and
cultural paradigm, In highlighting the feudal convention in the waorld, she unravels the tension
and conflict between the idealistic and the realistic status of women- their subaliern existence at
the margins of the society. However, Ber dgonizedprotest is not merely aimed at revealing the
discord but an anempt to unite the two hinarics s0'as (0 merge the apparently undefeatable
dichotomy between the ideal and the factualposition of women in our snciely,
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